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Thomas Tusserjs Ladder to Prosperity
r-ipo take thy calling thankfully,
JL    And shun the path to beggary.
To grudge in youth no drudgery,
To come by knowledge perfectly.
To count no travel slavery.
That brings in penny saverly.
To follow profit earnestly,
But meddle not with pilfery.
To get by honest practisy,
And keep thy gettings covertly.
To lash not out too iashingly,
For fear of pinching penury.
To get good plot to occupy*
And store and use it husbandly.
To shew to landlord courtesy,
And keep thy covenants orderly*
To hold that thine is lawfully.
For stoutness or for flattery.
To wed good wife for company,
And live in wedlock honestly.
To furnish house with housholdry,
And make provision skilfully.
To join to wife good family,
And none to keep for bravery.
To suffer none live idly,
For fear of idle knavery.
To courage wife in huswifery,
And use well-doers gentily.
To keep no more but needfully,
And count excess unsavoury.
To raise betimes the lubberly,
Both snorting Hob and Margery,
To walk thy pastures usually,
To spy ill neighbours* subtilty.
To hate reveiigement hastily,
For losing love and jamity.
To love thy neighbour neighbourly,
And show him no discourtesy.
To answer stranger civilly,
But shew Mm not thy secrecy.
To use no man deceitfully,
To offer no man villainy.
To learn how foe to pacify,
But trust him not too hastily.
To keep thy touch substantially,
And in thy word use constancy.
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